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Descriptive Summary

Title: Peter Stuyvesant Brooks collection
Creator: United States Department of the Navy
Date(s): ca. 1849-1852

Quantity: 2 linear feet, 1 item.

Language of Materials: English

Call Number: SC/4

Administrative/Biographical History

This collection was donated by Peter Stuyvesant Brooks. Peter Brooks is a descendant of Margaret
Armstrong, who was married Commodore William Dayton Salter, a Commandant of the New York Naval
Yard from 1849 to 1852. Commodore Salter was born in New York City on August 23, 1794 and died in
Elizabeth, New Jersey on January 3, 1869.

Commodore Salter was appointed a midshipman from the state of New Jersey on February 2, 1809, was
attached to the frigate "USS Constitution" under Commander Isaac Hull during the fight with the British
frigate "HMS Guerriere," on August 19, 181. He was promoted to lieutenant on December 9, 1814, was
made commander on March 12, 1831, captain on March 3, 1839, and commodore on the reserved list on
April 4, 1867. He was in command of the Brooklyn Navy Yard from 1856 to 1859, and in 1863 was on a
commission to examine vessels, from which duty he was relieved in 1866.
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Scope and Content

This series contains one item: a sword that belonged to Commodore William Dayton Salter of the United
States Navy. The sword is 31 inches tall and was manufactured by W.H. Horstman and Sons, in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The company was in existence from 1843 to 1863 and swords of this style
were manufactured around 1850. The ceremonial sword given to Commodore Salter by the Department
of the Navy.

Related Materials

Location of Copies: ltems in this collection may have been digitized and if so, are featured in BNY
Collections, the BNYDC Archives’ digital library. Only those items that have digital reproductions contain
an Object ID listed in the Container List below. Use the Object ID or title of the item when searching BNY
Collections.

System of Arrangement

This collection contains 1 item.

Access Points

New York Naval Shipyard
Salter, William Dayton

Administrative Information

Accession Number(s): 2017.002

Acquisition Notes: This collection was donated by Peter Stuyvesant Brooks. This collection has a collection
documentation file.

Processing Notes This collection was processed by Chelsea Reil, Archives Assistant, in April 2018.

Access and Use

Access Restrictions: This collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions: Material in this collection is made available for use in research, teaching, and private study,
pursuant to U.S. Copyright law. The use must assume full responsibility for any use of the material, including but not
limited to, infringement of copyright and publication rights of reproduced material. Please see the BNYDC Archives’
Policy on Access and Use for more information about reproductions and permissions to publish. Any material used
for academic research or otherwise should be credited using the citation below.

Preferred Citation: Published citations should take the following form: Identification of item, date (if known Peter
Stuyvesant Brooks collection; SC/4; Brooklyn Navy Yard Development Corporation Archives, Brooklyn, NY.

Container List

Box 1 (3-B-1-3) Title Date Object ID
Item 1 Ceremonial Sword ca. 1849-1852
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